The region is entirely covered by dense forest that is frequently swamped by the Rio Negro and its tributaries. There are no roads in this region, and the seminomadic lifestyle of the Makus represents a serious difficulty in performing a comprehensive epidemiological survey of trachoma in this population.
Despite these difficulties, elimination of blinding trachoma is a priority of the World Health Organization. Contrary to the beliefs of the Tukanos and Arawaks, the Makus are no different from any of us: they are human beings who deserve to be relieved of the burden of blindness from trachoma.
The video produced by Otávio Cury documents this problem and the efforts to delivery ophthalmic treatment to this community (6) .
